132                      Blucher

as never before, all the Prussian sacrifices, all the
weary work of regeneration and reorganisation
had fully justified themselves. A woman, a
friend of Gneisenau's, wrote to the latter: "Years
of shame and of suffering are obliterated and we
stand out in fresh lustre no longer unworthy of our
great forefathers/'

Blucher was determined that the pursuit should
be relentless and unremitting. He urged his men
on furiously through rain and blood and darkness.
The enemy were to be prevented from resting
even for a single day.

No wonder that Yorck was well-nigh discouraged.
He wrote that the Landwehr, not only from ex-
haustion but from ill-will as well, were deserting
by hundreds; he declared that it was a sheer im-
possibility to carry out all the commands. To this
Blucher answered, praising the general spirit of the
troops and their readiness to bear hardships, but
declaring that in this particular case he could not
find that their exertions had been pushed to the
limit. He was undoubtedly a hard taskmaster,
'but he was bound to do thoroughly what he
attempted.

Six days after the battle on the Katzbach he
allowed himself to unbend and declared himself
satisfied with the results achieved, proclaiming
joyfully to his army that the enemy had been
swept from Silesian soil:

To your bravery, ... to your exertions and
steadfastness, to your patient endurance of hardships